
Name__________________________________________Class___________________Date_____________________Score_________________ 
Factual Description Rubric-Common Core/ECAW aligned 

 4 3 2 1 

Planning  Plans Writing by identifying topic, 
audience, and purpose AND 

 Plan (outline) guides the writing 

 Plans Writing by identifying topic, 
audience, and purpose AND 

 Plan (multi-level web) guides the 
writing 

 Plans Writing by identifying topic, 
audience, and purpose 

 Plan (web) guides the writing 

 No TAP 

 Plan (web) guides the writing 

Organization  Multiple Paragraphs using correct 
paragraph structure. 

 Headings 

 Uses linking words and phrases 

 7 or more complete sentence 

 Correct paragraph structure. 
 

 4-6 Complete Sentences 

 Correct paragraph structure 

 At least 4 complete sentences 

Introduction  Introduction sentence establishes the 
main idea 

 First sentence names the topic and 
one major detail. 

 First sentence names the topic and 
most important detail 

 Topic named in first sentence 

Body  Develops topic with well integrated 
examples, accounts, quotations and 
definitions 

 Develops topics by providing 7 or 
more detail sentences. 

 All sentences are about the topic 

 All sentences are about the topic  All sentences are about the topic 

Conclusion  Insightful conclusion provides a 
summary statement   

 Conclusion gives an unusual detail  Conclusion provides an unusual or 
interesting detail 

 Conclusion is not recognizable 

Vocabulary and 
Language Usage 

 Domain Specific vocabulary 

 Revises for multiple modifiers  

 Revises for prepositional phrase 

 Revises adjectives to improve 
message. 

 Multiple modifiers  

 Prepositional phrases  

 Revises adjectives to improve 
message 

 

 Modifiers include sensory or topic-
specific words  

 Prepositional phrases 

 Revises adjectives to improve 
message 

 Vocabulary includes simple, common 
descriptions 

 Specific noun modifiers (adjectives) 

Sentence Structure 
and Fluency 

 Varied sentence structures including: 
Complex, Compound, and Simple 
Sentences.   

 

 Varied sentence structures including: 
Compound, simple sentences, 
simple sentences with compounds 
in the predicate, and sentences 
with details as the subject 

 Varied sentence structures including: 
Compound, simple sentences, 
simple sentences with compounds 
in the predicate, and sentences 
with details as the subject 

 Varied sentence structures including: 
Simple sentences and sentences 
with details as the subject 

Perspective and 
Tense 

 Edits perspective 

 Edits tense 

 Perspective and tense maintained  Perspective and tense maintained Perspective and tense maintained 

Conventions and 
Mechanics 

 Creativity and flexibility with higher-
level punctuation including 
semicolons in compound sentences, 
and  commas in a series  

 Edits beginning capitals, proper 
nouns and end marks 

 Edits commas in multiple modifiers 

 Edits pronouns, subject-verb 
agreement, and misspelled words 

 Grade-level appropriate conventions 
including correct use of commas in 
a series 

 Edits beginning capitals, proper 
nouns,  and end marks 

 Edits subject-verb agreement 

 Edits pronouns 

 Edits misspelled words 
 

 Edits beginning capitals, proper 
nouns and  end marks 

 Uses correct pronouns 

 Correctly spells vowel diphthongs 
and compound words 

 Correctly forms letters 

 Correctly spells short-vowels, 
consonant blends, long-vowels, 
consonant digraphs, and long vowels 

Other  Publishes final product with 
enhancing illustrations and list of 
sources using available technology 

 Publishes final product with 
illustrations 

 Publishes final product  Publishes in own handwriting 
 
 


